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Give them a warm welcome!

DOT Inspections

July

Welcome to West Side!

Johnny Hopper
Clifford Jackson
Kenneth Williams
Daniel Douglass
Keith Dreesman
Shamar Newton
Daina Brewer
William Lynch
Michael West

Becca Moore
Cedar Rapids

Customer Support Specialist

Logan Mullen
Cedar Rapids

Mechanic Tech II

Cari Ann Stone
Cedar Rapids

3rd Shift Dispatcher

MaĴ Leeper
Cedar Rapids

Parts and Warranty Manager

August September

Curry Hardaway Russ Smith Jaime Mendoza
Cedar Rapids

Wash Bay/Cleaner
Cedar Rapids

Mechanic Tech III
Glenwood

Inspection Bay

Mark Ciezobka
David Freshour
Tate Parrish

Preston Woods
Vanna Sous
William Elliot
Jamayal Kelly
Aaron Clay
Lawrence Ball
Julie Grable
Kenneth Jordan

Edward Bailey
Jay Liphford
Thomas Thayer
Jean McCray
Johnny Hopper
Jeffery Stocks
BreĴ Hines
Michael Stoumile
Susan Dever

Christy Bilbrey
Daniel Wolf
Harrison Mzena
Richard Meng
Thomas Ostaviĵ
Billy Dixon
Ronny Casanova
Christopher Peart
Mansour Musa

These drivers successfully passed a D.O.T. Inspection and earned $25 or more toward 
merchandise in the West Side Company Store. Congratulations!



Compliment from a Driver on the Road
On October 2nd, safety received a call from a motorist on the road. She 
stated that she had a long drive to Colorado ahead, and that she had been 
following one of our drivers for 2+ hours. 

This driver was Bryan Rutledge. She mentioned that it was very windy, and 
she doesn’t always feel comfortable driving next to semi-trucks, however, 
Bryan kept it steady despite the wind, used his signals, drove at a safe speed, 
and overall was a very good driver. She said that she hoped she could follow 
him as long as possible.

We assured her that we would get the message to Bryan, as well as others in 
the company.

An Inspiration to All: Thornton Dixon
On October 2nd, Thornton Dixon and his wife JuaneĴa left out of the house 
heading to Asheville, NC to help a driver of ours out. Steve Bohanon 
unfortunately got caught in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene at a truck stop 
outside Asheville. As many of you know, the area was hit hard by flooding and 
lost electricity and internet service, as well as most of the telephone lines 
geĴing severed in the area.

On Monday and Tuesday in a coordinated effort 
with Steve we searched the area for ways to fuel 
the tractor so we could get Steve out of the area. 
Due to the lack of electricity and internet at the TA 
Travel Center at exit 37 in Chandler, NC we could 
not get Steve out of that location.

Thankfully, by the time Wednesday rolled 
around, Thornton, who we have been in contact 
with daily, had goĴen his house organized and 
was willing and able to make the journey for us. 
Thornton purchased some fuel cans along the way 
and delivered 30 gallons of fuel to Steve so we 
could get him to Spartanburg to fuel.



EVO Transportation Announces the Acquisition of West Side Transport

Transaction creates a diversified, national truckload carrier and brokerage focused on high end service to some of the 
nation’s largest shippers and a platform poised for growth.

West Side Transport will continue to operate as its own autonomous division under Ron Joseph

Cedar Rapids, IA   September 23, 2024

EVO Transportation & Energy Services (”EVO”), a dedicated truckload carrier and top ground 
transportation supplier to the United States Postal Service (”USPS”) today announced the acquisition of 
West Side Transport, a leading Midwest based truckload carrier and brokerage with a diversified 
portfolio of Fortune 500 customers.

Operating through its two separate brands - EVO and West Side Transport - the combined company will 
continue to deliver high quality service to all of its customers while also capitalizing on opportunities to 
accelerate growth and leveraging its combined geographic footprint, resources and scale to further 
improve service offerings and capabilities. With this transaction, EVO transitions from being a 
predominantly USPS-focused carrier to a diversified transportation supplier with a broad customer mix, 
in keeping with the USPS’s supplier preferences and requirements.

From a single tractor and trailer more than 50 years ago, Don Vogt built West Side Transport into a 
world class operation that today includes a general commodities truckload carrier comprised of 550 
trucks, 2,300 trailers and 700 employees as well as a logistics and warehousing business that spans the 
Midwest and beyond. In addition to West Side’s corporate headquarters and primary operations center 
in Cedar Raapids, IA recently opened in 2020, the company also has terminals in Circle Pines, MN, 
Glenwood, IL, Indianapolis, IN, Canton, MI, Columbus, OH and ChaĴanooga, TN.

West Side Transport will continue to operate as its own fully autonomous division. Day-to-day 
operations, personnel, management and services to customers are expected to remain unchanged. Ron 
Joseph has been promoted from Chief Operating Officer to President of West Side Transport and will 
continue to manage all aspects of the business. Don Vogt will serve as a Board observer providing 
strategic advice and services to the new, combined company.

Don Vogt, stated: “In EVO Transportation, West Side Transport has found a partner that helps expand its 
geographic footprint, as well as bringing efficiencies of scale helpful in a very competitive industry.”

Ron Joseph, President of West Side Transport commented: “We are excited about partnering with EVO 
and believe that our complementary strengths will help both companies grow and prosper.”



Michael Bayles, CEO of EVO Transportation remarked: “From the moment we first set foot in Cedar 
Rapids, EVO was beyond excited about West Side Transport. Don Vogt dedicated his life to building an 
absolute best-in-class operation and we were drawn immediately to the quality staff, drivers, equipment 
and facilities. We are very excited about West Side joining the EVO family and look foward to honoring 
Don’s legacy.”

WhiteHawk Capital Partners and EVO’s largest shareholder, Antara Capital provided debt and equity 
financing for the transaction

Brad Huge, Managing Director at WhiteHawk said: “West Side is an impressive business that has 
differentiated itself by providing high-touch mission-critical services to its customer base. WhiteHawk 
was pleased to provide a creative and flexible financing solution to support EVO’s acquisition of West 
Side. We look forward to working alongside the EVO and West Side management teams.”

FINNEA Group acted as a financial advisor and Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman PLC as legal advisor 
to Vogt and West Side Transport on the transaction. Steven Moore provided transportation M&A 
consulting services and Paul Hastings LLP acted as legal advisor to EVO.

West Side Transport is an asset-based trucking company specializing in short-haul van truckloads 
throughout the Midwest and beyond. Led by Don Vogt, West Side entered the trucking industry in 1980 
to provide freight services in support of its salvage operation and quickly grew to become a premier 
player in the transportation industry. West Side Transport’s operations have continued to grow with the 
support of its long-tenured leadership team and dedicated staff with deep industry experience and 
currently operates 550 power units and a growing brokerage business. West Side is actively hiring 
drivers in support of several new business opportunities.
For more information, please visit www.westsidetransport.com

EVO Transportation & Energy Services is a truckload carrier and a leading ground transportation 
supplier to the United States Postal Service. With a fleet of over 900 power units and a national network, 
EVO’s core focus is centered around dedicated, high on-time service and best-in-class safety 
performance. An acquisition roll-up, EVO is comprised of some of the longest tenured and most 
respected legacy carrier brands in the USPS supplier space. EVO is actively hiring drivers in support of a 
number of new contract opportunities.
For more information, please visit www.evotransinc.com

Contact Information:
Michael Bayles, Chief Executive Officer
michael.bayles@evotransinc.com

About West Side Transport

About EVO



Drivers of the Month
July

Aaron Lamont Sanders - ILH
Since Aaron’s hire date he has never called off, 
never complained about daily work assignments, 
and always brings to our aĴention anything he 
notices that could present issues. He has never been 
late to work and always utilizes his time clock to the 
best of his ability. Aaron communicates throughout 
the day by sending in all macros. He always 
completes his load assignments and has shown 
consistent hard work, dedication and commitment.

David Mullen - OHH
David started out as a night-time home daily 
driver. He has since transitioned to Ohio flex. 
David has great communication skills and can 
go about his day with liĴle to no direction. He is 
accepting of last-minute changes and added 
loads.

Keith Walker - MIH
Keith has been with us since October of 2023. Since 
he has been with us, he has been very flexible and 
has never refused a load. With that being said, he 
has saved us countless times from disappointing 
our dedicated customers. Without being asked, 
Keith is also always out in the yard coaching other 
drivers and giving them helpful tips and tricks to 
perform a thorough  pre/post trip.

Frank Masciopinto - MNH
Frank is a great asset to the MNH team. He goes 
above and beyond to ensure loads are covered and 
helps out regularly to cover missed loads, recover 
trailers, and do lot inventory checks. He has 
positive relationships with customers and other 
team members and has a fantastic sense of humor. 
Frank has frequently replanned to cover loads from 
other drivers as well.



Drivers of the Month
August

Walter Riddle - ILH
Walter has stood out since his first week. He does all the 
liĴle things right. Walter will do whatever is asked while 
always staying positive. He volunteers to work on all his 
off days, has helped recover drivers and loads, and we 
give him special projects. Walter is our trainer for new 
hires and often takes time to show drivers safety 
issues/concerns as well as general trucking knowledge. 
Walter is a joy to work with and drivers like him are a 
big part of the positive culture we try and have here.

Robert Caudill - OHH
Robert is a great asset to the West Side team! He 
is very punctual and has great communication in 
every situation. He comes in with a great 
aĴitude daily and has received compliments 
from many of West Side’s daily customers.

Cedric Davis - MIH
Cedric has been a true asset to the team since he was 
hired back in May of 2023. He recently gave up his 
dedicated start time to give work to a driver out of our 
Dayton yard during a slower month. Keith was placed 
at a later start time that was harder to cover, and he 
really saved us there. Not only has he proven himself 
repeatedly to be a team player, but he is also constantly 
participating in driver events to create a fun and exciting 
work culture!

Paul Mcgee - IAH
Paul is very efficient and completes his loads in a 
timely manner. Paul has not only assisted another 
driver on how to use the General Mills tablet, he 
also has taken initiative and showed him where the 
different locations were so the driver would be fully 
prepared to efficiently help with the shuĴles. It is a 
pleasure to work with Paul and we appreciate all he 
does!



Drivers of the Month
September

Lorenzo Woodard - ILA
Lorenzo does all the things you want from a driver 
and beyond! He is always current with his macros 
and paperwork. He also helps monitor the 
maintenance on his tractor. He has terrific 
aĴendance and is a pleasure to work with, showing 
a positive outlook. He truly is a joy to be around. 
During September, Lorenzo came in every weekend 
just to help monitor the maintenance on the trucks.

Yumek Carter - OHH
Yumek is a great asset to our West Side team! He 
is very punctual and has great communication 
in every situation. He comes in with a great 
aĴitude daily, and has received compliments 
from many of West Side’s daily customers.

Andre Kincannon - MIH
Andre has been with us since April of 2023. Since then, he 
has proven to be one of the most reliable and flexible 
drivers we have in our fleet. When his lane is down, he is 
the first to volunteer to jump on any open freight we have 
- no questions asked. Along with his booming work ethic, 
he has proven to be quite the corn hole player at our 
annual Burgers and Bags event. He is truly a team player!

Chuck Krogstad - MNH
Chuck is always going above and beyond for our team 
and to service our customers. He catches issues with 
trailers and repairs that are needed, as well as DOT 
inspections that are late. He makes the arrangements to 
get the equipment to a shop to get it fixed and back on the 
road as quickly as possible. Chuck helps us cover missed 
freight, and helps with special projects to get caught up 
when there is an abundance of frieght.



Dave Figler
Director of Safety

COMMERCIAL
TIRE SAFETY TIPS

IRE INSPECTIONT
Examine your tires EVERY DAY for:

• Irregular treadwear
• Cracking
• Bulges

• Cuts
• Foreign objects
• Other Damage

• Inadequate tread depth

and bring it to the attention of your mechanic.

NFLATION PRESSUREI
• GAUGE your tires COLD before each trip

• Adjust as necessary

Improper in ation pressure affects tire wear 
and fuel ef ciency.

R IMS
ONLY use approved tire/rim combinations 
of the appropriate width and diameter.

Mismatched tire and rim components may 
explode and cause serious injury or death.

E XTREME LOADING

Overloading or underin ation  causes 
excessive heat build-up and internal structural 
damage that can lead to a tire failure.

S PEED
DO NOT exceed your tires’ speed rating – 
Doing so will damage your tires and lead to 
premature failure.

Safety’s Tire Tips



Safe Driving Miles
These drivers reached important safe driving milestones. Congratulations!
Your dedication and hard work does not go unnoticed. Thank you for driving safely.

Johnny
Reimers 3 Years

Donald
Stewart 6 Years

Garry
Steger 3 Years

Pireak
Peach

3 Years

Sherry
Johnson 3 Years



The Iowa Motor Truck Association (IMTA) held their annual Dinner & Awards Gala 
Thursday the 5th of September. We nominated individuals in several award categories 
that we’d like to recognize for their outstanding performance here at West Side Transport. 
Please join me in congratulating Ryan Armstrong, Michael Stokes, Jason Pavelchik, and 
Ed Yoder, for being recognized amongst their peers as individuals who stand out for 
going above and beyond, always puĴing safety in the forefront of everything they do and 
are fantastic examples of others in the company and industry to model themselves after.

Operations: IMTA Awards Ben GoyeĴe
Operations Manager

Dispatcher Professional: Ryan Armstrong (Cedar Rapids Terminal)

Maintenance Technician: Michael Stokes (Cedar Rapids Shop)

Outstanding Professional Driver: Jason Pavelchik (Regional Driver)

Master Truck Driver: Ed Yoder (Regional Driver)

The highlight of the evening for West Side was 
when Jason Pavelchik was announced as the 
IMTA’s 2024 Professional Driver of the Year! 

Jason was compared to 11 other drivers for this 
award, all of whom were exceptional in their 
own right. However, Jason was selected 
because he exemplifies the highest standards of 
professionalism, safety, and dedication in the 
trucking industry. He’s been a cornerstone of 
West Side Transport as a driver and Driver 
Mentor for the last 10 years, all while 
maintaining a flawless safety record and 
earning the Gold Service Award each year for 
delivering 100% of his loads on time.

Please join me in congratulating Jason Pavelchik for being selected as the 2024 IMTA 
Outstanding Professional Driver!



Games



1)Disc
5) Tats
9) BLT
12) Ilea
13) Heels
15) Roar
16) Elan
17) Areel
18) Esse

19) Tsunami
21) Defense
23) Elee
24) Nil
25) Adores
28) Old Timer
33) Sways
34) Alee
35) Name

36) Aes
37) Polar
38) Dot
39) Neil
41) Onin
42) Miata
44) Absentee
46) Nutmeg
47) Das

48) Gala
49) Lengthy
53) Lullaby
57) Aloe
58) Oozes
60) I Lie
61) Dior
62) Trine
63) Aida

64) Eek
65) Etna
66) Neer

1)Diet
2) Ills
3) Seau
4) Cannery
5) Thames
6) Aerie
7) Tee
8) Sled
9) Bosn

10) Lass
11) Tree
20) Ales
22) Fit
25) Asana
26) Dweeb
27) Oasis
28) Ollie
29) Lean

30) Madam
31) Emote
32) Retag
37) Pot Shot
40) Ledger
42) Mull
43) Italian
45) Nat
46) Nausea

48) Glenn
49) Lade
50) Elie
51) Nook
52) Yore
54) A Lie
55) Bide
56) Year
59) Zit



Birthdays

Anniversaries

Gregory Abner
Marlina Allen
Rick Allinger
Brandon Bacon
Ernest Balkmon
Ben Bell
Dominique Bell
Steve Bohanan
Terry Bowen
Irvin Brazzleton
Rodney Carter

Happy Birthday to all of these West Side Employees! We hope you have a special day.

Mamadou Ba
Donald Dominick
Marcus Fields
Jaden Howard
Aaron Jones
Terry Kyle
Jamal Nasser
Kevin Page
Steven Rector
Breonna Register
Robert Waggoner
David Woodson

One Year

July

Efrem Cole
Philip Cunningham
Ahmed Deneto
Marquis Eskridge
Robert Eveland
Angie French
Kris Gordon
Traveon Hood
Sarmad Ishaq
James Jennings
Dennis Jensen

Michael Johnson
Samuel Johnson
Kenneth Jordan
Eric Koivisto
Lance Lindner
George Mahiya
Ryan Martinez
Herman Mast
Ken Miller
Sue Mooberry
Benjamin Ongera

Thomas Ostaviĵ
Sue Pauly
Doulems Pawa
Kate Rients
Natisha Staffney
Diane Strickland
Dana Truby
Michael Walter
Derek Williams

Caleb Hogge
Michael Johnson
Jesse Martinez
Alexis Mendino
Frank Pate

Wilfredo Alvarado
Arthur Simmons
Michael West

Chris Cornelius
Angie French
David Mullen

Joseph Crede
Donald Debord
Sarah Vavricka

Michael Roelofs
Kenneth Yarbrough

William Fisk
Bill Rone

Dannie James

Two Years

Four Years

Five Years

Eight Years

Nine Years

Ten Years

Twelve Years

Three Years
Irvin Brazzleton
John Gable
Dante Johnson
Jay Liphford
Johnny Reimers
Garry Steger
Stephanie Trask

Six Years
Donald Stewart
James Wilson

Eighteen Years
Daniel Smith

Nineteen Years
Sue Pauly

Twenty-Four Years
Ed Yoder

Thirteen Years
Ben GoyeĴe
Brandon Vian

Fourteen Years
Timothy Hull
Cory Richmond
James Stray

Seventeen Years
Eric Ellsworth



Birthdays

Anniversaries

Christopher Aubuchon
Alisher Bozorov
Sebastian Brown
Sirronta Brown-Spires
Andrew Bush
Dedra Bush
Steve Cloke
William Coltrain
Chuck Cummins
Susan Dever
William EllioĴ
Gregory Farmer
Cory Fiĵgerald
Mark Gladden

Happy Birthday to all of these West Side Employees! We hope you have a special day.

Gregory Abner
Andrew Allen
Micah Bell
Juan Bermeo
Quinise Blake
Sirronta Brown-Spires
Timothy Hill
Michael Hobbs
Frank Jankowski
Jamayal Kelly
Sherrie McClendon
Chris Mclain
Corey McNeil
Andrew Mularky
John Stelĵ
Sheri Tvedt

One Year

August

Richard Gray
Eron Harden
James Hawker
Michael Hobbs
Erin Horne
Timothy Hull
William Hultine
Clifford Jackson
Deondrae Jones
Timothy Kammer
Amanda Kirk
Thomas Kolat
MaĴ Leeper
Jhonny Lopez-Sanchez

Francis Masciopinto
Charles McManis
Austin Moore
Ronald Mortimer
David Mullen
Dillon Olsen
Joseph Ostaviĵ
Javier Pereira
Shelby Prater
Jose Rivas
Corina Robida
Wendell Seaver
Cari Ann Stone
Micheal Stoumile

Amber Suthers
Wayne Taylor
Thomas Tewell
Thomas Thayer
Jimmy Thomason
Daniel Vela
James Vernon
Kenneth Warren
Michael West
Kenneth Williams
Maricella Williams
Daniel Wolfe
Lorenzo Woodard

Dewayne Allen
Marlina Allen
Ben Bell
Robert Caudill
Amadou Diallo
Saliou Diallo
Lloyd Frazho
Austin Knipp
Dillon Olsen
Tate Parrish
Timothy Penrose
Brandon Redmond
Kenneth Thomas

Richard Boyle
Timothy Guterz
Noel Wagoner

Mitch Bass

Eric Gardner

Jack Mays
Dan Weekly

Two Years Four Years

Eight Years

Nine Years

Ten Years

Fourteen Years

Three Years
Brian Balfour
Jason EllioĴ
Krista Glass

Six Years
Ronnie Davis
Dil Gurung
Sam Hoff
Thomas Ostaviĵ

Eleven Years
Sam BarreĴ
Moises Cruz Zaragoza
Gregg Vieira

Fifteen Years
Johnny Long

Thirty-Five Years
David Kimball

Thirteen Years
Charles Mcbride

Five Years
Reginald James

Seven Years
Eric Koivisto

Kathryn Weatherby



Birthdays

Anniversaries

Devan Allen
Sam BarreĴ
Geoff Brunson
Brandon Carter
Robert Caudill
Caron Chalder
Mark Ciezobka
Jairus Cobbs
Chad Connor
Chris Cornelius
Cameron Davis
Cedric Davis
Charlie Davis
William Dillon
Cherif Diong

Happy Birthday to all of these West Side Employees! We hope you have a special day.

Laurence Benjamin
Michael Demons
Tonia Parshley
Marquis Reed
Jordyn Reinert
Thomas Steils

One Year

September

Jeffrey Dobson
Jeffrey Dunbar
Michael Goodson
Timothy Guterz
Cherie Harper
Michael Hatfield
Andre Henry
Stephen Hill
BreĴ Hines
Jonathan Huey
Trae Jarvis
Andrew Johnson
Dion Jones
Gregory Lang

Melissa Lehr
Jacob Lewer
Paul Malik
Robert Mansell
Eric McCrary
Tonya Miller
Jerry Moore
Latanya Moore
Christopher Murphy
Charles Olsen
Kevin Page
Tate Parrish
Phillip Porter
JarreĴ Price

Randy Pyburn
Kayla Ralston
Twyla Russell
Bryan Rutledge
Cameron Sears
Chris Sines
Daniel Snyder
Rochanda Tucker
Donald Vanderhoff
Dan Weekly
Steven Willson
Christopher Wooding
Ed Yoder
Stephen Zannou

Mikayla BoĴomley
Lavell Davenport
Willie EllioĴ
Sarmad Ishaq
Kyle Mallonen
William McCraw
Jamice Norfleet
Moon Park
Kevin Robb
Bill ScoĴ

Kenneth Ellis

Kris Gordon
Mike Tucker

Todd PolleĴ

Two Years

Five Years

Nine Years

Eleven Years

Three Years
Michael Koresh
Jhonny Lopez-Sanchez
Dave McNichols
Michael Stokes

Six Years
Pedro Zendejas Sr.

Sixteen Years
Richard Umberger

Twenty-Five Years
David Fleming
Sheila Robertson

Twenty-Seven Years
Chuck Cummins

Four Years
Jamaal Reed
James Wheeler

Seven Years
ScoĴ Ehrhart


